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Forewo rd

York is a great city in which to
live and work - but it can only
stay great if it continue sto
deliver jobs and training, good
schools and high quality
services for local people.

None of these can be taken for granted - they require hard work and good ideas from
local companies and local people. They also require sound leadership from the city
council.

Sadly, that leadership is what's been absent in the eight years the Lib Dems have
controlled the council. When decisions were needed, they dithered. When planning was
required, they plumped for schemes that nobody needed. They wasted millions on
botched proposals for the Barbican and Hungate and have cut valued services to pay
for past mistakes.

York's future success depends on harnessing the enterprising spirit of local people
backed by public services that deliver fairness and opportunity. Above all York needs a
local council with a sense of purpose - with a plan to create prosperity for the long
term, rather than quick fix solutions that will do for now.

Residents want to know who will be their voice in tough times and who will spend
money wisely.

York deserves better. York deserves Labour
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Councillor James Alexander
Leader of City of York CouncilOs Labour Opposition Gr oup

For a brief easy to read version of this manifesto please visit www.yorkdeservesbetter.info.
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Fair Society not Big Soclety

Former Conservative Prime
Minister Margaret Thatcher
famously said, O there is no
such thing as societyQ TodayOs
Conservative Prime Minister is
championing the Obig societyO,
yet the concept remains

unclear to the public. We

believe the Conservatives
havenOt changed despite their
Obig societyO rhetoric, and that Labour is the on ly party that really
believes in society and the strength of collective responsibility.

There isn't even a Government department responsible for the big society.
Conservative-led Government cuts are cutting the very voluntary sector Mr Cameron
says he wishes to embrace. The big society is a cover for cuts to public services.

Labour, in contrast, genuinely believes in empowering people and making residents the
driver for change. We want to create a fair society and establish a new relationship
with residents. This new relationship will be one of meaningful face-to-face
engagement, rather than just surveys the Council doesn't listen to. Labour wants to put
residents in charge of running, shaping and commissioning services while scaling back
institutional control.

Labour wants to champion the fair society as an alternative to the big, at the same
time removing bureaucracy coming between residents and the council. If successful at
the May local elections, Labour will
kick-start a real process for change,
offering an alternative to the Liberal
Democrat council simply administering
Conservative-led Government cuts.

OLabour wants to begin a new process of
reform, and resident engagement  rather
than continuing with policies of
retrenchment and decline. O
- Councillor Tracey Simpson-Laing

Labour Group Deputy Leader




Reform, and resident engagement
not retrenchment and decline

The Conservative -led
Government is making £81bn
of public service cuts because
it does not believe in the public
sector as a means to h elp the
poorest and most vulnerable in
society. Councils such as YorkOs
are struggling to implement
these cuts while future
demand and residentsO
expectations increase.

In response to Conservative-led Government cuts, Liberal Democrat-run City of York
Council is following a policy of retrenchment and decline through cuts, closures and
price hikes. This slash and burn policy is a backward way of looking at council services
and will lead to less engagement and poorer services for all, whilst vulnerable residents
g0 unprotected.

Labour believes in an alternative; reform, and resident engagement. This alternative
can be used to create a fairer and more equal society where the gap between the
‘haves’ and ‘have nots' is reduced. In keeping with these values, we propose putting
residents at the forefront of running, shaping and commissioning services. Labour will
set up a Fairness Commission tasked with remodelling Council services around
residents and where they live, not around existing institutions.

Our changes will set City of York
Council on the road to recovery after
years of waste.

OThe commission will also be a driver for
social democracy as a means to ensure
nobody is left behind .0
- Councillor Sonja Crisp

Labour Social Inclusion Spokesperson




The York Fairness Commission

City of York CouncilOs public
engagement largely consists of
surveys, the results of which
are often ignored. If Labour
wins control of the council at
the May local elections, the
council will set up a Fairness
Commission with an
independent chair. This will be
our primary form of public
engagement.

Labour believes in services centred around residents, not institutions, and wants a co-
operative, enabling and strategic council - a council of the future, not the past.

The York Fairness Commission will consist of a series of public meetings throughout
2011/12 in various locations around York. The Commission will engage with residents,
parish councillors, city councillors, trade unions, the voluntary sector, social enterprises,
mutuals, co-operatives and other public and private sector organisations. This
transformation of council services will include discussions with other councils to
explore the possibility of shared services. At all times the impact on equalities will be
taken into account.

The Commission will discuss the 838 services the council provides, those it has to
provide by law and those by choice. The Commission will rebalance the model of local
government in favour of the resident. The Commission will engage with residents to
find out;

1. Residents’ priorities for the services they want;

2. Which services residents need;

3. Who can best provide these services;

4. How these services will be delivered; and

5. How these services will be paid for.

The work of the York Fairness Commission will form the basis for a transformation in
City of York Council's public services that will culminate in a two year council budget
being proposed in May 2012. For the first time in many years this budget will be a
people’'s budget, informed by, and for, the city's residents.
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York LabourOs Manifesto for Economic Growth *

Our manifesto includes keeping council tax low,

Tax freeze pledqe attracting new jobs to York and reversing £1m

of Liberal Democrat council cuts. Please find

by Labour qroup below further details of our plans for York

should we win control of City of York Council at
the May local elections.

The Press, 20th Dec 2010

Labour will Provide Leadership
v Where the Lib Dems have failed

Labour will make it a priority to foster good
partnerships with business, public agencies and the

voluntary sector.

We will place York's cultural heritage assets at the
centre of York's economic future.

Labour will...

¥ Attract businesses and new jobs to York

York has been overly reliant on the public sector and as Conservative Liberal Democrat funding cuts
take hold so public sector employment levels will decrease. York needs to go for economic growth and
rebalance its economy. We will attract new businesses to York by making it the number one
destination in the north for economic growth. We will do this by reforming the inward investment
board and using funds from the localization of business rates to support economic growth. We will
ensure local residents have the opportunity to use their skills in these new jobs. We will work closely
with economic partnerships in the region as well as both of York's MPs.

¥ Support our businesses

Labour cannot concentrate on just attracting new businesses to York. We also need to support
existing businesses so that they can grow as well as encourage new business startups. We will work
with local economic partnerships to secure the best deal for York. York will become the driving force
of the region’s new hi-tech economy. This will increase manufacturing employment opportunities.

¥ Make York a gateway to Yorkshire

York needs to increase its tourism offer to attract increased numbers of overseas visitors to spend in
our local economy. We will make York the gateway to the rest of Yorkshire by being the most
accessible and accommodating place tourists visit to begin their tour of the region. This includes
making York a child and disabled friendly city.



¥ Improve the quality of publics paces

We will promote a high quality public realm so that York will rival the best of European visitor
destination cities. This will include works of public art. We will carry out a full audit of street furniture
to ensure York retains its historic attractiveness in a modern age. We will look for inspiration to the
recent Renaissance Project and the 'York New City Beautiful’ vision.

¥ Deliver more affordable housing with consultation

A reformed local economy needs to be supported
with employees who can access affordable housing
in the city where they work. Labour will encourage a
significant number of family homes to be built to
meet the demand of local families. It is wrong that
people who were born and raised in York cannot
afford their own homes in the city due to rising
prices and a restriction of supply. New house
building projects will support the local building trade
and will be carried out in full consultation with
residents.




Getting York Moving Again
v’ Labour will be tough on congestion
without a congestion charge

Getting around York is increasingly difficult, with
more and more traffic clogging up our roads while
bus services have deteriorated.

Labour will...

¥ Get rid of the ftr purple bus

The purple ftr bus is too big for York roads. We
believe the bus contributes to congestion rather
than reducing it. The bus often uses more than one
lane of traffic and prevents other vehicles from
overtaking. We believe the weight of the bus is also
contributing to increased damage along York's roads.
The Liberal Democrat council has spent £1.5m on
road changes to accommodate this vehicle. We
believe the money could be better spent elsewhere.
Labour will not renew an agreement on the bus with
First buses. We would like to see more conventional
buses on existing ftr routes.

¥ Invest in required cycle routes

We need to encourage more road users to get out of
their cars and onto their bikes. Not only does this
have health and environmental benefits, it also
helps ease our chronic congestion problems.
However, we feel money allocated to cycle routes
has not always been spent wisely. £0.6m on road
changes at Water End is an example. We would like
to see investment in cycle routes that are needed
and the filling in of gaps in our cycle network. This
will help all road users. Labour also has a long term
aspiration for a public bike rental scheme.

¥ Use new powers to demand better bus services

For a number of years Labour has called for the local regulation of bus services in York. This would
allow the council to have a say over bus routes, timetables, cross-ticketing, extension of YoZone
cards and so on. Conservative and Liberal Democrat councillors in York have refused to implement the
council's expressed view that regulation is required to improve our bus services, ease congestion and
help our local economy. Labour will pursue these powers. If achieved, the powers would be similar to

those in London.
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¥ Introduce a one bus trip, one ticket scheme

Getting one bus into town at one price and then having to use another bus home at a different cost
does not encourage people to use buses. Having to change buses to get to your destination and
paying for a second or third ticket does not either. Labour will use bus regulation powers to ensure
you need only one ticket for your journey all the way to and from your destination.

¥ Reduce Oschoolrun Grraffic by introducing enforceable travel plans

Almost a third of all primary school children in York
are driven to school. Rush hour traffic levels are
noticeably different between school term and
holiday times. If we are serious about tackling York's
congestion problems we must get serious about
‘school run’ traffic. Labour will introduce enforceable
travel plans for schools that encourage alternative
methods of travelling to school or the extension of
‘park and stride’ schemes so that there are not
traffic problems on routes to our schools or parking
problems when parents arrive. These schemes will
also ensure child safety from road users on their
way to school.

¥ Support 20mph speed limits in residential areas

We have seen the benefits of 20mph speed limits in
cities such as Portsmouth where perceptions of road
safety is increasing, driver behaviour is improving
and traffic flow is increasing. In York, driving at
20mph in residential areas will not significantly slow
down your journey and York will experience
environmental benefits. Labour supports such a limit
citywide in residential areas. Labour does not
support the high cost of signage being used by the
Liberal Democrat administration as an excuse for
non-implementation. Other cities have carried out
such a transformation without high costs and York
should do so too.

¥ Tackling poor air quality

Air quality in York is getting worse. Council reports suggest there could be 158 premature deaths a
year due to pollution. We know the hotspots include Fulford corridor, Holgate Road and Gillygate.
Internal council documents say it is highly probable poor air quality in York will be a major problem but
that this should be tolerated. It is likely the council could be fined in the future for not acting. We do
not believe this should be tolerated and we would act where the current administration has not. We
will investigate the setting up of a low emission zone that will mean high polluting buses will not be
welcome in York. These vehicles contribute significantly to our air quality problems.
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¥ Increase the number of park and ride sites

The previous Labour Government awarded York funds for its Park and Ride

Tj aspirations. The money would help reduce congestion. The Conservative
Ei_: j.lii)-& Liberal Democrat Government withdrew this funding. Labour have

jh supported the vital Press campaign for the reinstatement of this funding
JI.L ) ever since.

,—-J

York Labour wrote to every Cabinet, Shadow Cabinet and Yorkshire MP to
rally support. Lib Dem Transport Minister, Norman Baker, replied stating a
key part of success in re-securing this funding would be for “local authorities

"

to reduce the cost of their schemes and their funding request to the Department”.

A campaign by Tllhh PREgg

Labour therefore proposes an allocation of £0.5m over the next two years towards securing this
much needed funding to get York moving again.

¥ More money for road repairs

The Lib Dems have underinvested in road and
footpath repairs for many years and despite being in
control of the council for the last eight years they
are still trying to blame Labour. Labour spending
plans can increase the Lib Dem proposed budget for
road and footpath repairs by £60k.
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Protecting our Environment

v Labour will install a 24 hour OSmarter
YorkO hotline to report OgrotspotsO such as
graffitiand fly -tipping

The Lib Dems have failed to provide any leadership
on the need for York to play its part in tackling
climate change.

Labour believes York's unique environment should
be protected and we will make it a priority.

Labour will...
¥ Make York a recognised centre for green jobs

As the UK moves towards the use of more renewable energies, jobs will be available in manufacturing
for the use of these energies. As York is a renowned centre for science and technology we will ensure
York gets its fair share of green jobs for local people. Labour will introduce a ‘Climate Change' policy
that will look at a ‘low carbon economy’.

¥ Create more green public spac es

Labour will increase the number of green public spaces. We believe the natural environment is
important to York and we pledge to protect, retain and increase green open spaces as well as parks.
We will also seek to increase the number of allotments to promote places for people to grow their
own food. Labour also has a long term commitment to planting thousands more trees in York.

¥ Conduct a full green audit of the council - including vehicles and property

Under Labour control the council will carry out a full green audit of all council premises and vehicles.
The aim of the audit will be to reduce the council’s carbon footprint by reducing unnecessary energy
and fuel use. This will also reduce the council’s energy bills that are paid by the taxpayer. The audit
will also seek to transfer the council's energy use to renewable energies where possible.

¥ Increase the amount we recycle

Labour will be ambitious about recycling. Last year
the Lib Dems did not meet their recycling target, yet
are still proposing an increase this year to 45.8%.
Labour plans to invest in recycling to reach 47.3%
and save the taxpayer £111k per annum. We will do
this by investing in new recycling boxes and putting
in targeted resources to areas of low recycling.
Labour will also seek more opportunities to increase
business recycling and improve public access to
street recycling bins.
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¥ Advertise assisted waste collection services to elderly residents

It is clear that many elderly and vulnerable residents struggle with preparing their waste collection
and are not aware that the council can come into homes and assist them once requested and
assessed. Labour will advertise this service more widely to elderly and vulnerable residents.

¥Install a 24 hour OSmarter YorkO hotline to r eport grotspots

It is clear Lib Dems ‘York Pride’ is not working and the streets are not clean enough. People are not
sure how to report grotspots such as graffiti or fly-tipping to the council or when they can do so.
Labour will introduce a 24 hour ‘Smarter York' hotline for people to report such environmental
concerns. We believe by cleaning up areas quickly it sends a message that associated crime is not
acceptable. Evidence shows where areas are kept clean other crimes also fall. Labour will also
investigate the possibility of text message reporting.

¥ Create an Eco District

We will introduce an ‘Eco District’ in the development of the British Sugar site. This district will include
more affordable housing for local people that will ensure their carbon footprint is small and that the
energy bills of residents are kept down. We will consult with local residents about the development
and its traffic implications. We will encourage better design of all new developments so that they are
carbon neutral and environmentally friendly. We will also take swift action on people who break
planning rules. This could include penalties for retrospective applications.

¥Increase spending on flood defences

The previous Labour Government awarded money
for York's much needed flood defences. The
Conservative Liberal Democrat Government has
since withdrawn this money. Now local Liberal
Democrats are proposing only a sixth of the funds
needed for the Leeman Road scheme. Labour
proposes selling land the Lib Dems have bought for
the unnecessary Acomb council office. Labour would
use this money to go beyond the Lib Dem
commitment to flood defences. The whole scheme is
dependent on government providing the rest of the
money required.and inclusion of other schemes such
as Clementhorpe. This was included in Labour’s alternative budget which was voted down by
Conservative and Liberal Democrat councillors. _

i L S
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¥Replacing city centre damaged bins
The state of some city centre bins are embarrassing.

Labour believes York deserves better and proposes
spending £75k on high quality replacement bins.
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Listening to Residents
v’ Labour will introduce resident service
guarantees

The Lib Dems promised to look after your money and
instead they wasted it.

Last year they spent thousands of pounds
consulting you and then not listening.

Labour will make consultation genuine, making sure
people are aware of what they can and can't expect
from the council.

Labour will...
¥ Introduce a contract with residents over levels of service

When the council was run by a Labour administration York pioneered policies such as the ‘Citizen’s
Charter’ which were later taken up by the government. Labour will seek to introduce such a contract
again with residents so that it is clear what people can expect from the council.

¥ Make the council respond to all complaints within 5 working days

A part of our new residents’ contract will include an expectation that the council responds to
residents within 5 days. Residents often complain to Labour councillors that they have complained
about an issue to the council and had no response.

¥ Set up a Fairness Commission, chaired by an independent person to consult with residents
face to face, setting in motion a transformation in our public services

The council has cut the amount of public
engagement under the Lib Dems. What public
consultation occurs now is often not listened to
anyway. For example the Lib Dems are privatising
the reablement service for people coming out of
hospital while carrying out the consultation required
after taking the decision. Labour proposes to reverse
this cut in public engagement and use these funds
to hold the meetings of our proposed Fairness
Commission. This commission will have face to face
meetings with the public to help inform the
transformational process our council provided public
services require.
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¥ Help to move d isused or derelict buildings into
community use

Labour will help ensure that disused or derelict
buildings or land can be handed over to local people
for community facilities. It is wrong for such
amenities to go unused when individuals and groups
can do so much good for our society using available
premises or land.

16




Improving Education &

Increasing Training
v’ Labour will help create apprenticeships
to help tackle youth unemployment

York's schools are good and until recently were
funded well by the Labour Government.

But there are still too many young people not
getting the qualifications they need to get jobs or
further training.

Labour will seek to improve results across the board, but in particular for those in danger of not
fulfilling their potential.

Labour will...

¥ Target resources at children who are not
achieving

Children who are on free school meals in York are
around 20% less likely to achieve 5 A*-Cs. Although
GCSE attainment has increased over a number of
years this gap has remained pretty constant. Labour
feels we need to address this gap by targeting
resources at those who are underachieving to raise
their attainment. For younger children, this will
include targeting the resources of Children’s Centres.

¥ Seek to increase apprenticeships

Youth unemployment is reaching record levels. Labour is concerned that the next generation under
the Conservative Liberal Democrat Government is set to have fewer opportunities in life than the last.
Labour will seek to increase apprenticeships in the council and other partner organisations.

¥ Encourage community groups to use schools after hours

Many schools were rebuilt or transformed by the
previous Labour Government for school and local
community use. Schools welcomed the
improvements but in some cases have not promoted
themselves for use by the local community. Labour
will seek to introduce a community booking pool for
booking school premises and will seek to reduce
rates where possible. High costs can be a barrier to
use and Labour would prefer to see school premises
used at lower rates rather than them remain empty.

17



¥ Retrain adult workers using col lege and school
premises

Similarly we will encourage school and college
premises to be used to retrain adult workers for new
jobs that become available. We want to ensure jobs
that are created are available for local people and
that training can be provided where necessary. We
also want to ensure such training is carried out in
the community and is local.
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Ambitious About Jobs and

the Economy

v’ Labour will attract new jobs to York for
local residents

The Lib Dems have failed to secure York's future in a
competitive jobs market. Labour wants to attract
new business and jobs to York that can use the skills
we already have but also ensure training for new
employment opportunities is available.

Besides wasting your money on ill-thought out schemes, they have failed to make progress on the
Teardrop and British Sugar sites - both vital to the city’'s future prosperity.

Labour will...
¥ Expand the creative industries in York

York has a number of growing creative industry businesses, from graphic design to film production.
We also want to see the rich skill set from our world class universities developed and targeted to help
grow York's local economy and provide jobs for both graduates and local residents alike. This is an
area that could help with our youth unemployment problems.

¥ Work with Science City to make York a national technology centre to bring manufacturing
jobs

York can become a national technology centre, harnessing its world class research and development.
Commercial exploitation of this work could yield significant economic and employment benefits.
Labour wants to see York move in this direction to bring new manufacturing jobs to York.

¥ Create a cultural quarter to attract jobs and tourism

Labour will create a cultural quarter that will attract visitors, tourism and jobs. Just as York is famous
for its heritage, so too can it be for its arts and culture. York is not doing enough to use the rich arts
and culture sector as an economic driver.

¥ Invest in heritage skills to make York a centre
for stonemasonry and glassmaking

As long as York has historic buildings, the city will
require employment skills such as stonemasonry and
glassmaking. We are keen to see young unemployed
people acquire these skills so they can access these
jobs. We are also keen to become an exporter of
these skills to other historic cities across Europe.
These are jobs that will not be lost and jobs that will
be here for the long term.
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¥ Revitalise the city in the early evenings

York is not making enough of the economically advantageous city centre York residents and visitors
enjoy. Shops closing early compared to other European competitors sends out a message that York is
not open for business. Labour will consult with local businesses and seek to extend the hours of
pedestrianisation later into the evening and earlier in the morning. This will give retailers additional
footfall, make the city centre more vibrant and encourage more people into the city centre to the
benefit of growth and jobs. We want to see the key hours of 9.00 -11.00 and 17.00 to 19.00 playing
a role in economic development.

¥ Hold an annual conference for business

Labour believes business is vital for the growing of our local economy and increasing the number of
jobs available. This is especially so in light of Conservative Liberal Democrat funding reductions to the
public sector that are leading to job losses. Labour will ensure the council holds an annual high level
business conference to bring together existing businesses, businesses looking to relocate to York and
people interested in starting new businesses. The purpose of this conference will be to get
businesses talking to each other, ensuring that there is a dialogue between the council and business
in the interests of promoting economic growth and greater employment opportunities.

¥ Unlocking YorkOs potential

York has a number of large development
opportunities such as the York Central / Teardrop
and British Sugar sites. The council spends large
sums of money on these projects but hardly any
progress has been made. We feel these sites being
left empty will constitute an enormous missed
opportunity. We are not willing to wait another
decade to get started. We will speed up such
developments by prioritising them and putting in
skilled officers whose job will be to get things
moving. This will help our housing supply,
employment opportunities and our building sector.
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Getting Serious About Crime
v’ Labour will call an annual crime summit
involving residents

York is seen as a low crime area but some areas of
York suffer more than others.

Crime and fear of crime can blight lives whilst
denting community spirit.

Labour will tackle vandalism and anti-social
behaviour.

Labour will...
¥ Create a high level post to tackle  crime and community safety

We will give a councillor the primary responsibility of tackling crime and improving community safety.
This individual will support Safer York Partnership and York's Safer Neighbourhood Police Teams.
They will ensure crime is a serious priority for the council and not just leave the issue to external
agencies. This role will become more and more important as police numbers are reduced on our
streets due to Conservative Liberal Democrat funding cuts.

¥ Reinforce the noise patrol team with dedicated police officers

In 2003 the Liberal Democrats said they would increase police numbers by ‘renting’ police officers
using powers contained in the 1996 Police Act. These powers have not been used. Labour will work in
partnership with the police to ensure the council's noise patrol service has a police officer in the team.
Therefore when a resident calls the noise patrol service for help, the first to arrive will be an existing
representative of the noise patrol team with a police officer. This will give the patrol service the
added authority to act not only against noisy neighbours but also anti-social behaviour.

¥ Make those responsible for vandalism repair the dam  age or clean up graffiti

The council has not been working closely enough
with the probation service's ‘community payback’
scheme. This scheme gets offenders to carry out
community sentences to repay their debt to society
for crimes caused. This has recently included
removal of graffiti along Cinder Lane behind the
railway station. Labour would increase this
collaboration to ensure that those who have
committed acts of vandalism pay their debt to
society by helping improve our environment. This
will also reduce costs to the council tax payer.
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¥ Call an annual crime summit involving
residents

Every year under a Labour council residents will be
invited to a crime summit to discuss crime related
issues in their community directly with police
officers and councillors. We will work collaboratively
with residents, the police and councillors of all
political persuasions to help make our communities
safer.
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Protecting Vulnerable

People
v’ From the worst of Conservative Liberal
Democrat Government Cuts

The young, elderly, disabled and the most
vulnerable in our society are having their services
reduced by Conservative Liberal Democrat funding
cuts. Labour wants to reprioritise our public
services to give the vulnerable as much protection
as possible from the cuts.

4
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Labour will stand up to the government on those cuts that are unfair and strip out waste.

Labour will...

¥ Reverse almost £1m of cuts

By scrapping the £1.4m Liberal Democrat planned second new council office in Acomb, we will reverse
cuts to respite care and increase the funding. We will reverse cuts to library staff as well as reverse
cuts to homelessness prevention. Our spending commitments and how we would pay for them can be

found at www.yorklabouralternative.info.
¥ Reduce social care costs

The council currently charges £6.85 per day for day
care activities and £1.80 per day for transport. The
Lib Dems and Conservatives have agreed to raise
these to £5.00 per hour and £7.00 per journey
respectively. Labour knows the poorest in our
society cannot afford these prices and therefore
proposes reversing the cost rise by 50%.

¥ Ensure inclusivity

We want York to be an inclusive city. Therefore we
will reverse the Conservative and Liberal Democrat
agreed 80% funding cut to Holocaust Memorial Day
and ensure people with disabilities, people of all
races, ages, faiths and no faith are listened to and
valued.
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¥ Saving young peopleQOs services

Labour believes children are York's future.
Therefore we propose to save York's youth
unemployment services from £80k cuts, Young
People’s services from £50k cuts and short breaks
for disabled children from £100k of Conservative
and Lib Dem agreed cuts.

¥ Increase the number of houses people can afford

Many people in York cannot afford to buy a home and reports say York's private rented
accommodation will become unaffordable for many by 2026. York’s housing supply needs
intervention now to ensure people born in York can afford to live in York in the future. Labour will
increase the number of homes to be built by using the council’s planning framework and working with
the building sector to get new homes built.
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Long Term Aspirations

We are aware that Conserv ative Liberal Democrat Government funding cuts will make it
difficult for us to achieve some of our more ambitious aspirations. Some of our aspirations
are outside of the councilOs power to deliver. But this does not mean we sho

these goals for the good of residents in York. Som

uld not pursue
e of our ideas may not be possible in the

first term of a Labour council but we will work towards them and seek opportunities where

we can to deliver.

¥ City centre pool

Since the Liberal Democrats shut the Barbican the
amount of swimming lost in the city has not been
replaced. Labour is committed to finding a site and
funding for a new city centre pool. We will seek
developer contributions towards this. We realise
how difficult this will be to achieve but it will
remain an ambition.

¥ Connectivity to high speed ralil

The Conservative Liberal Democrat Government is
progressing with new high speed rail lines and
Labour is concerned that York will not receive the
economic and social benefits of these new lines.
Labour wants to ensure York is still well connected
to any high speed rail lines that are built. Other
benefits could include the electrification of rail
lines to Leeds.

¥York Central and York N orthwest

Labour will prioritise these development sites as they are vital to the economic and social wellbeing
of the city and its residents over the coming years. Labour will be innovative and flexible to ensure
new housing, leisure and employment opportunities are brought about by these developments. We
will provide resources where necessary to get these projects moving. York cannot afford more stalled

projects.
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Liberal Democuts

Previous Labour Government funding to City of York Council since Liberal

Democrats took control of the ¢

ouncil in 2003 and the current situation un der

the Conservative Liberal Democrat Government:

2003 -2010 Under the Previous Labour Government

Year Government Total Government Funding Increase on previous
to York Council (E000 s) year (£000 s)
2003/04  Labour 121,382
2004/05  Labour 130,936 9,554
2005/06 : Labour 140,184 9,248
2006/07  Labour 144,134 3,950
2007/08  Labour 148,091 3,957
2008/09  Labour 161,249 13,158
2009/10  Labour 161,962 713
2010/11  Labour 173,453 11,491
TOTAL 52,071

Source: CIPFA Finance General Estimates

The previous Labour Government gave the Liberal Democrat Council an additional
£52m over the last 8 years.

2010 - Under the current Conservative Liberal Democrat Government

City in plan

o cut

£21 million

8

% o

S ciTY OF

COUNCIL

YORK
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£7.6m of Conservative Liberal Democrat
Government funding cuts, increased
funding pressures and local Liberal
Democrat waste mean the Liberal
Democrat Council proposed and
approved with Conservative support
£21m of service cuts with 170 job
losses.

Picture: The Press, 17t Feb 2011



Conservative and Liberal Democrat Cuts in York

Conservative-led government funding
cuts coupled with local Liberal

B“dgEt ‘outrage, Democrat waste saw the council

cutting £21m this year alone. In one
Lib Dems set to back £1.4m council office project |  year, this wiped out 40% of the
additional money the previous Labour
Government has given the council over
the last 8 years.

Picture: The Press, 15t Feb 2011

The cuts included cuts to short breaks for disabled children, cuts to youth services and
an 80% cut to Holocaust Memorial Day funding. The budget also included large
increases in social care costs. Social care travel costs are increasing from £1.80 a day to
£7.00 a journey. The poorest will be priced out of receiving social care.

These council cuts come on top of cuts to other public sector organisations such
as the police force.

LabourOs Alternative

Labour proposed an amendment that would scrap a £1.4m Liberal Democrat planned
second new council office in Acomb and save just under £1m of services. This was
rejected by Conservative and Liberal Democrat councillors. If Labour wins control of the
council in May we will enact our budget and reverse just under £1m of service cuts.

Labour plans would
‘avoid £1m in cuts’
Picture: The Press, 231 Feb 2011

Please read our alternative budget at
www.yorklabouralternative.info.
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LibDems and broken promises

During the general election many residents in York Outer were asked to vote
Liberal Democrat to stop the Conservatives. Liberal Democrats said

Conservatives could not be trusted on NHS issues and would want to carry out

cuts. Soon after the general election, the Liberal Democrats entered a coalition
with the Conservatives and reve  rsed many of their previously held policies,
beliefs and values. This came to head when Liberal Democrats supported

tripling tuition fees.  However, the promise about tuition fees is not the only

one the Liberal Democrats have broken in Government.

Their national broken promises include:
- not increasing VAT
« keeping Royal Mail in public ownership
« NO New nuclear power stations
« increasing police numbers
« keeping regional development agencies
« reducing rail fares
« protecting forests
« introducing regional immigration caps
« introducing a single transferable voting system

Source: www.libdembetrayal2010.info

JAT BOMBSHELL.

- -‘\.-

© YOUD'PAY £389 MORY,
A YEAR IN VAT UNDER
THE CONSERVATIVES

". WA houn e Lene s see g femnty s SAT by (AR be pay e s as eamoes
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Promises have also been broken locally here in York. Liberal Democrats won control
of the council in 2003 on a raft of promises. In eight years they have failed to live up to
many of them.

2003 local broken Liberal Democrat promises include:
« giving a £100 council tax rebate
« improving leisure facilities for teenagers
increasing police numbers
opposing proposals to build incinerators
protecting grass verges
encouraging mixed developments
preserving the greenbelt
developing York central before building on green land
promoting the use of electric and other low/zero emission council fleets
adopting unadopted roads
slowing down traffic
providing microwaves for the elderly
setting up IT kiosks in shopping areas
committing to a Shadow Executive
introducing one stop shops

Source: www.yorklibdemletdown.eu

2007 local broken Liberal Democrat promises include:
« opening the Barbican in the autumn 2007
« reducing housing waiting times
« introducing a cashless oyster card system for buses
« creating 4,000 new jobs
« extending CCTV coverage
« building a new sports stadium and pool by May 2011

Source; www.yorklibdemwaste2007.eu

Vote Labour on 5 ™ May for no more
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og o | The Press has reported the Liberal Democrat

Coa I 'tl O n n O Leader of the Council has refused to rule out a
local coalition with the Conservatives after the

U Ied 0O Ut a f:er May local elections. He has also refused to sign

% an open letter from other Lib Dem local

YO rk e I e Ct I O ’]S government leaders condemning the
Conservative-led Government's cuts

programme. Labour believes this is because he

supports the cuts programme.

|

L 4

Picture: The Press, 26t Jan 2011

The recent council cuts budget was passed after a deal was struck between
Conservative and Liberal Democrat councillors. This was the fourth such deal in four
years.

Labour is the only credible opposition to the policies of the Conservative -led
Government in York.

Vote Labour on 5 th May to stop

CONDEM
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tOs Your Choice an May 5t
v Vote Labour

« Protecting £1m of local services with
Labour

or cutting £21m of local services which the
Liberal Democrats and Conservatives
agreed to

- Tackling crime with Labour

or cutting police numbers with the Liberal
Democrats and Conservatives

« Cutting waste with Labour

or paying £1.4m for a second new council office the Liberal Democrats and
Conservatives want

« Ease traffic problems with Labour

or more opposition from Liberal Democrats and Conservatives to Labour plans to
improve buses

Who will run the council?

It’s Labour or the Lib Dems.

Only Labour can beat the Lib Dems. The
Greens cannot win control of the council. A
vote for any party other than Labour helps the
Lib Dems remain in control of the council.

Lib
Dem
19
seats

Green: 2 and Independent

Source: Current council makeup !§ Lib Dem: 1

Vote Labour on 5 th May
Because York Deserves Better
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* Labour has discussed the implications of this manifesto with City of York Council’s Policy team.

The above sentence is not an endorsement.

w=Lab
v=LADOUr
Printed by Labour in York, 59 Holgate Road, York YO24 4AA. Y O r k

Promoted by John Taylor on behalf of the Labour Party candidates, all at 59 Holgate Road, York YO24 4AA. Because York Deserves Better |
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